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BRITISH CAR MANUFACTURERS

At the outbreak of theSecond World War there were 33 caanufacturesin Britain with the

six largest mass producers being Morris, Austin, Ford, Vauxhall, Rootes and Standard. During
the War virtually no cars were produced, the exception being a few Hillman Minxes which
were made in 1943 for customers engaged in important war work such as doctors and war
workers. Petrol was severely rationed aod 3 September 1939 the Government instructed

the petrol producers to pool their resources and branded fuels disappeared in favaur of
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1942 when all leisure motoring was forbidden.

Immediately after the War car production resumed but was hampered by lack of steel. The
new Labour Governmenhstructed manufacturers to concentrate on exports which would
bring in much needed revenue. In 1950 two thirds of new cars were being exported. With
pent up demand on the home market, the price of sectrahd cars often exceeded those of
the few new carshat were available.

NUFFIELD ORGANISBON
Originally Morris Motors, it was renamed the Nuffield Organisation during the Wao52
the merger of Austin Motor Companand Morris Motors took place, to form thBritish
Motor Corporation (BMC).

Austin, MGMorris, Morris CommercialRiley, WolseleyWVanden Plas

Austin

Austin A55 1958



Austin Montego 1984988

Austin Healey

Austin Healey Sprite 198961
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Morris

Morris 8 1957



Morris Minor 1949

Riley

Riley RM 1948954

Wolseley

Wolseley 6/80 1948954



Wolseley 1660

Wolseley Hornet 1967

ROOTES GROUP
Rootes Motors was formed in 1949 and was based in Coventrysitakan over by Chrysler
in 1967 and by Peugeot in 1978. Production ceased in 2006.

Hillman

Hillman Imp 1963976



Hillman Minx
Humber

Humber Super Snipe



Singer

Singer Gazelle



Sunbeam

Sunbeam Mark Il 1955

Sunbeam Rapier Mark Illa 196975




FORD MOTOR COMPANY

Ford Anglia 1962

Ford Cortina
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Ford Consul950-1956

Ford Zodiac

JOWETT
The company was founded in 1901 as a cycle maker. In 1919 they started making light cars
form a plant in BradfordThe company went into liquidation in 1955.

Jowett dvelin 19471953



Jowett Jupiter 1950954

ROVER
The company startedhy making bicycles in 1883 and themwitched to cars in 19Q0The

company was most successful in the 1980d 1960s, particularly after the introduction of
the Land Rover in 1948. In 1967 rover became part of the Leyland Motor Corporation.

Rover 3 litre 1961




STANDARD TRIUMPH
The standard Motor Comparnwyas formed in 1903 in Coventry. In 1945 the company
acquired the Triumph Motor Company which had been formed in 1930.

Standard Vaguard1947-1963

Triumph Mayflower 1953



Triumph Renown

Triumph TR2

Triumph Herald 9591971




VAUXHALL
The company was founded 1857in Wandsworth Road, Vauxhall and in 1903 it built its first
car. It was acquired by General Motors Corporation in 1925.

Vauxhall Vivd 9631970



Vauxhall Cavaliet9751981
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Photographed in 198&t the end of the line path at New Southgate Station



ALEXANDRA HIRE3 PEMBROKE ROAD, N10

The business was started in 1945 by Ethel Louise Dyet who was also licenseglaxdnelra
Armspub justaroundthe corner in Cromwell Road, N10. The business was taken over in 1948
by her son, Gilbert, who at that date was 17 years old. The companyiadifpneral cars,
including hearses, for the funeral directors Burridge & Co of Wood Green.

8294

‘-
OLM

The finest chauffeur-driven
service in North London

FOR WEDDINGS AND ALL OCCASIONS - ANYTIME - ANYWHERE

PUNCTUALITY - COURTESY. SELF-DRIVE CARS ALSO AVAILABLE

Austin Princess limousines and Vauxhall saloons. Coast and Long-
distance travel from 10d. per mile

ALL CARS FITTED WITH HEATERS FOR YOUR GREATER COMFORT

Advertisement from 1958



B & HMOTORS, 1442168 HIGH ROAD, N20
The business started around 1966. In 1985 it became B&H Honda and lasted until 2003 when

the ste was taken over by Alan Day, Volkswagen Dealer. This closed in 2003 and the site
remained empty until it was taken over by Tile depot in 2005
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B & H Honda in early 2005

YOU CANNOT BUY
BETTER VALUE than the

1962
SINGER

£839 inc. P Tax
and heater

THE LUXURY
MEDIUM RANGE GAR

See it at the
Singer Main Dealers :—

B & H MOTORS

1460/8 HIGH ROAD, WHETSTONE, N.20
Tolephone : HiLiside 8671

Advertisement from 1962



CARSPRINGS, THE AVENUE, N11

MANUFACTURERS AND REPAIRERS

CARSPRINGS €0., The Avenue, N.11

Telephone : ENTerprise 8444

LAMINATED SPRINGS WIRE AND PRESS WHEELS
WROUGHT IRONWORK GENERAL BLACKSMITHS

Advertisement from 1958




EXPRESS MOTORS443-RIERN BARNEDAD, PINKHAM WAY, N11

The business opened at 45 Friern Barnet Road as O G Holmes, motor engineers. After the
War it relocated to a site on the southern side of the North Circular Road @titicéon with

Bounds Green Road. As well as being an agent for Vauxhall cars it had a large service station.

45-47 Friern Barnet Road, N11 in the 1920s

Photographed in the 1970s



EXPRESS MOTORS

(HOLMES) LTD.

Your VAUXHALL
DISTRIBUTORS

For Sales ° Service ° Spares

PINKHAM WAY X 45/47 FRIERN BARNET RD.
NEW SOUTHGATE, N.11

Telephone : ENTerprise 5821  Private Ex.

Advertisement form 1950




GEORGE GRO%651-1055 HIGH ROAD, N20

George Grose had a motorcycle business squeezed in between HA Saunders and what is
now a building society on the right as you face (C & G now TSB | think). It was therefore a
narrow shop but went back a long way.

GeorgeGrose in 1955
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GLANFIED LAWRENCE, 407 HIGH ROAD, N12

This dealership was a very imposing 1920s Art Deco style building with a clocktower on the
north western corner of the High Road Finchley and the North Circular Road. They also
supplied most makes of car, along with Austin and Morris and the rest of tlie Bhge. They

also sold motorcycles. There were repair and service workshops. The building was
demolishedand a block of flats was built in its place

The original building

The site of the former Glandfield Lawrence today
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FOR BRITAIN'S BEST BIKES ON TERMS YU CAN AFFORD
| trs v s3]

GIANFIELD®
[AWRENCE

LONDON
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AL Srdee Treh
CARDIYY
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Consult

GLANFIELD LAWRENCE
The MULTI-MAKE Dealers

FOR AN
UNBIASED OPINION
REGARDING THE SELECTION
OF YOUR
NEW CAR OR MOTOR CYCLE

We have a large selection of all the
popular new cars and motorcycles on
view in our showrooms. Why not come
along and make YOUR SELECTION
from the many makes and models on
show. Trial rides without the slightest
obligation. Our Sales Staff will be
delighted to give you their UNBIASED
OPINION as to the best model to suit
your particular requirements and help
you make a wise choice. Whatever you
choose it will be backed by unsurpassed
after-sales service.

H.P. TERMS
PART EXCHANGE
SPARES & SERVICE

al

GLANFIELD
LAWRENCE

CARS

AUSTIN - FORD - HILLMAN
HUMBER - M.G. - MORRIS
SUNBEAM - STANDARD
TRIUMPH - VAUXHALL

MOTOR CYCLES
A.l.S. ARIEL B.S.A.
FRANCIS - BARNETT
MATCHLESS NORTON
SUNBEAM TRIUMPH
VELOCETTE

SCOOTERS

B.S.A - LAMBRETTA - N.S.U.
VESPA

407 High Road

FINCHLEY, N.I2
Corner of North Circular
and Great North Roads
Finchley, 0091-5
Also at CARDIFF - BRISTOL
PORTSMOUTH - SWANSEA

Advertisement from 1958



GREAT NORTHERN MOT@R&842 & 870874HIGH ROAD, N12

Great Northern Motors (London) Ltd appeared in the High Road in 1934 next to Ravensdale
Avenue on the site later to be occupied by H A Saundersdtliidd a repair depot at097 &

1103 High Road, Whetstone & in Totteridge Lane.
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Advertisement from 1936



GREEN MAN TYRE, 1308 HIGH ROAD, N20

A pub¢ The Lion was built on the site around 1485. It became The Green Man in 1732. It
was rebuilt in 1890 and a garage was opened in 1914. In 1937 it was bought by Councillor W
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LUTCHES « BATTERIES « SERVICING » 0181-445 3277
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WHETSTONE ™./,
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When you are :\’-
CYCLING, DRIVING, A AW
WALKING, or MOTORING, e

you can obtain a good home

LUNCH or TEA| Man.

at the 1
e J. T. AYRES,
Sign of “The GREEN MAN”
. A o R 2 g B
in the
HIGH STREET (Close to the old Whet Stone),
Proprietar - - J. T. AYRES.
PLEASURE GARDENS ADJOIN.
LOVELY COUNTRY WALKS. TRAMS AND 'BUSES EVERY FEW MINUTES

ANl the attractions of an old Wayside Tun.

An advertisement from the time it was a pub

SERVICING REPAIRS MOT
ASSEENONT.V ALL VEHICLES

,f? UNLIMITED 2VEAR (S
, o&’wnmmv WARRANTY ©
\y |

. 01 445 3277 g

BATTERIES

S
[
w
S
P
=
W
Q

EXHAUSTS
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FREE ALIGNMENT CHECK

Advertisement from 1984
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opposite the former telephone exchange, it had two smaller showrooms either end of Odeon
Parade, one o the corner of Friern Watch Avenue and the other on the corner of Mayfield
Avenue. These were agencies for Jaguar, Daimler, Ford and BMC (the latter surprising as
{lIdzyRSNBR ¢l & 2dzald R2¢y GKS NRBIFIR® | IffQa Ifa
Firchley Central which later became a gas showrodhe old HIQa YI Ay &AGS 61 &
three, and as one faces the site today it is now occupied by the London Electrical Distributors

on the left, with Allmobility in the centre and Julian Hurst Interionghe right. The rear yard,
accessible by a short service road is much the same.

The former Furnitureland store is being demolished on 23 April 2013 to
make way for a development of flats and offices. Tiikdng was

originally the Odeon, North Finchley which opened on 14 October 1935
and closed on 26 December 1964. The buildiag taken over by H&l

of Finchley, and then by Furnitureland who vacated it in April 2006



HALL’S CAR SALES

LIMITED

Telephone : HILIside
1044-7
PART EXCHANGES DEFERRED TERMS

100% STANDARD DISTRIBUTORS

FULL RANGE OF STANDARD CARS ON VIEW
Standard House

Odeon Parade, North Finchley, N.12

Advertisement from 1937

ll ,I / Before buying your next car you should
(FINCHLEY) "”

inspect our
AUSTIN
DAIMLER 2
BeR EXTENSIVE RANGE
JAGUAR on display at
M.G.
MORRIS 870/874, 886/902 HIGH ROAD,
ROVER NORTH FINCHLEY, N12 9RL
TRIUMPH
WOLSELEY or telephone
01-446 0211
also SERVICE/SPARE DEPTS
Selected used cars now at
and ARCADIA AVENUE, N.3
Accessories Shop Phone: 01-346 5908

Anadvertisement from 1972

Drive the Peugeot 304 Van.

Tough 1290 c.c. engine. Payload 9.5 cwt. A fast and easy
to handle light delivery vehicle, strong, reliable and excep-
tionally well equipped

886/902 High Road
% ALL % N. Finchley, N.I2
ll (FINCHLEY) % 01-446 0211

Advertisement from 1978




HARTLAND GARAGE, FRIERN BARNET ROAD

Hartland Garage first appeared in 1931 and became Fairview Service Station in 1986 and Total
Service Station in 2001.The site became vacant in 2004 and it was notQir@ittzat it was
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SPECIAL

AUSTIN
CARS & VANS

SALES AND SERVICE TO ALL MAKES

Friern Barnet Road. N.1I

Telephone: ENTerprise 1436

Advertisement from 1956

Manager : F. TINKER G
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THE HARTLAND GARAGE

(Props. F. E. CRICK and B. DAVIS)
FRIERN BARNET ROAD, N.11
Telephone: 368 1436

CLEVELAND

Your Local Austin Agent

We give
Green Shield ALL MAKES OF CARS
Stamps SUPPLIED AND SERVICED

Advertisement from 1969

AUSTIN M.G. - WOLSELEY
Sales and Service

HARTLAND GARAGE

(Props.: F. Crick, B. Davis
A. A. Chambers, Manager)

FRIERN BARNET ROAD, N.11
Tel.: 01-368 1436

@ Green Shield Stamps
@ Sun Test Electronic Tuning

@ Esso Petrol

Advertisement from 1975




H ASAUNDERS, 88312 HIGH ROAD, N&21097%41103 HIGH ROAD, N20

Saunders set up a business in the former Puget chapel in Totteridge Lane in 1919, selling
reconditioned army lorriesHde and his family lived in the old manse. He was very successful

and became the largest Austin dealer in London by 1888e 1950s H A Saunders was the

main dealer for Austin cars. It had a smart showroatmumber 836342 High Road (the
currentsite ot KS { I A y & witlizpig@eafloating AvikhBuintables on which the latest

A40s would rotate. There were a number of potted plants on the showroom floor display and

near the front window were displayed small Remploy Austin Devon pedal cars on $8&2i

for £20. This dealer later became Mann Egerton which continued the sale of Raster cars
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Advertisement from 1950



