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BRITISH CAR MANUFACTURERS 

At the outbreak of the Second World War there were 33 car manufacturers in Britain with the 

six largest mass producers being Morris, Austin, Ford, Vauxhall, Rootes and Standard. During 

the War virtually no cars were produced, the exception being a few Hillman Minxes which 

were made in 1943 for customers engaged in important war work such as doctors and war 

workers. Petrol was severely rationed and on 3 September 1939 the Government instructed 

the petrol producers to pool their resources and branded fuels disappeared in favour of a 

‘Pool Petrol’ which lasted until 31 January 1953. Drivers were limited to 200 miles a week until 

1942 when all leisure motoring was forbidden. 

Immediately after the War car production resumed but was hampered by lack of steel. The 

new Labour Government instructed manufacturers to concentrate on exports which would 

bring in much needed revenue. In 1950 two thirds of new cars were being exported. With 

pent up demand on the home market, the price of second-hand cars often exceeded those of 

the few new cars that were available. 

NUFFIELD ORGANISATION 

Originally Morris Motors, it was renamed the Nuffield Organisation during the War. In 1952 

the merger of Austin Motor Company and Morris Motors took place, to form the British 

Motor Corporation (BMC). 

Austin, MG, Morris, Morris Commercial, Riley, Wolseley, Vanden Plas 

Austin 

 

Austin A40 Devon 1947 

 

Austin A55 1958 



 

Austin Allegro 1973-1982 

 

Austin Montego 1984-1988 

Austin Healey 

 

Austin Healey Sprite 1958-1961 

 



MG 

 

MG TD 1949-1955 

 

MGA 1955-1962 

Morris 

 

Morris 8 1957 



 

Morris Minor 1949 

Riley 

 

Riley RM 1945-1954 

Wolseley 

 

Wolseley 6/80 1948-1954 



 

Wolseley 1660 

 

Wolseley Hornet 1967 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

ROOTES GROUP 

Rootes Motors was formed in 1949 and was based in Coventry. It was taken over by Chrysler 

in 1967 and by Peugeot in 1978. Production ceased in 2006.  
 

Hillman 

 
 

Hillman Imp 1963-1976 



 
 

Hillman Minx 

Humber 

 

 
Humber Vogue II 

 

 
Humber Super Snipe 

 



Singer 

 
Singer Ten 

 
Singer II 

 
Singer Gazelle 

 

 

 

 



Sunbeam 

 

 
 

Sunbeam Mark III 1955 

 
 

Sunbeam Alpine 

 

 
Sunbeam Rapier Mark IIIa 1963-1975 

___________________________________________________________________________ 



FORD MOTOR COMPANY 

 

Ford Anglia 100E 1956 

 

Ford Anglia 1962 

 

Ford Cortina 



 

Ford Consul 1950-1956 

 

Ford Zodiac 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

JOWETT 

The company was founded in 1901 as a cycle maker. In 1919 they started making light cars 

form a plant in Bradford. The company went into liquidation in 1955. 

 

Jowett Javelin 1947-1953 



 

Jowett Jupiter 1950-1954 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

ROVER 

The company started by making bicycles in 1883 and then switched to cars in 1901.The 

company was most successful in the 1950s and 1960s, particularly after the introduction of 

the Land Rover in 1948. In 1967 rover became part of the Leyland Motor Corporation. 

 

 

Rover 100 1949-1964 

 

Rover 3 litre 1961 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



STANDARD TRIUMPH 

The standard Motor Company was formed in 1903 in Coventry. In 1945 the company 

acquired the Triumph Motor Company which had been formed in 1930. 

 
 

Standard Vanguard 1947-1963 

 

 
Triumph Roadster 1949 

 

Triumph Mayflower 1953 



 

Triumph Renown 

 

Triumph TR2 

 

Triumph Herald 1959-1971 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 



VAUXHALL 

The company was founded in 1857 in Wandsworth Road, Vauxhall and in 1903 it built its first 

car. It was acquired by General Motors Corporation in 1925. 

 
Vauxhall Wyvern 1948-1957 

 

 
Vauxhall E-type Wyvern 1951-1957 

 

Vauxhall Viva 1963-1970 



 

Vauxhall Cavalier 1975-1981 
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THE MOTOR TRADE IN FRIERN BARNET, NEW SOUTHGATE, NORTH 

FINCHLEY & WHETSTONE 

ADAMS STEAM CLOTHING, THE AVENUE, NEW SOUTHGATE 

 
Photographed in 1985 at the end of the line path at New Southgate Station 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ALEXANDRA HIRE, 1-3 PEMBROKE ROAD, N10 
The business was started in 1945 by Ethel Louise Dyet who was also licensee at the Alexandra 

Arms pub just around the corner in Cromwell Road, N10. The business was taken over in 1948 

by her son, Gilbert, who at that date was 17 years old. The company supplied funeral cars, 

including hearses, for the funeral directors Burridge & Co of Wood Green. 

 

 

Advertisement from 1958 

 



B & H MOTORS, 1460-1468 HIGH ROAD, N20 
The business started around 1966. In 1985 it became B&H Honda and lasted until 2003 when 

the site was taken over by Alan Day, Volkswagen Dealer. This closed in 2003 and the site 

remained empty until it was taken over by Tile depot in 2005. 

 

B & H Honda in early 2005 

 

Advertisement from 1962 



CARSPRINGS, THE AVENUE, N11 

 
Advertisement from 1958 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXPRESS MOTORS, 45-47 FRIERN BARNET ROAD, & PINKHAM WAY, N11 
The business opened at 45-47 Friern Barnet Road as O G Holmes, motor engineers. After the 

War it relocated to a site on the southern side of the North Circular Road at the junction with 

Bounds Green Road. As well as being an agent for Vauxhall cars it had a large service station. 
 

 
45-47 Friern Barnet Road, N11 in the 1920s 

 

 
 

Photographed in the 1970s 



 
Advertisement form 1950 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GEORGE GROSE, 1051-1055 HIGH ROAD, N20 
George Grose had a motorcycle business squeezed in between HA Saunders and what is 

now a building society on the right as you face (C & G now TSB I think). It was therefore a 

narrow shop but went back a long way. 

 

George Grose in 1955 

 
Advertisement from 1954 

 

 

 



GLANFIED LAWRENCE, 407 HIGH ROAD, N12 
This dealership was a very imposing 1920s Art Deco style building with a clocktower on the 

north western corner of the High Road Finchley and the North Circular Road. They also 

supplied most makes of car, along with Austin and Morris and the rest of the BMC range. They 

also sold motorcycles. There were repair and service workshops. The building was 

demolished, and a block of flats was built in its place. 

 

The original building 

 

The site of the former Glandfield Lawrence today 
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Advertisement from 1958 

 

 



GREAT NORTHERN MOTORS, 836-842 & 870-874 HIGH ROAD, N12 
Great Northern Motors (London) Ltd appeared in the High Road in 1934 next to Ravensdale 

Avenue on the site later to be occupied by H A Saunders Ltd. It had a repair depot at 1097 & 

1103 High Road, Whetstone & in Totteridge Lane. 

 
Advertisement from 1935 

 

Advertisement from 1936 

 



GREEN MAN TYRE, 1308 HIGH ROAD, N20  
A pub – The Lion - was built on the site around 1485. It became The Green Man in 1732. It 

was rebuilt in 1890 and a garage was opened in 1914. In 1937 it was bought by Councillor W 

P ‘Bill’ Render. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

An advertisement from the time it was a pub 

 

Advertisement from 1984 



HALL’S OF FINCHLEY, 886-902 HIGH ROAD, N12 
For many years Hall’s was a Standard-Triumph main dealer. Apart from the main showroom 

opposite the former telephone exchange, it had two smaller showrooms either end of Odeon 

Parade, one on the corner of Friern Watch Avenue and the other on the corner of Mayfield 

Avenue. These were agencies for Jaguar, Daimler, Ford and BMC (the latter surprising as 

Saunders was just down the road. Hall’s also had a service depot at the Arcadia Works in 

Finchley Central which later became a gas showroom. The old Hall’s main site was split into 

three, and as one faces the site today it is now occupied by the London Electrical Distributors 

on the left, with Allmobility in the centre and Julian Hurst Interiors on the right.  The rear yard, 

accessible by a short service road is much the same. 

 

 

The former Furnitureland store is being demolished on 23 April 2013 to                                             

make way for a development of flats and offices. The building was                                                                  

originally the Odeon, North Finchley which opened on 14 October 1935                                                                  

and closed on 26 December 1964. The building was taken over by Hall’s                                                                   

of Finchley, and then by Furnitureland who vacated it in April 2006                                                        



 

Advertisement from 1937 

 

An advertisement from 1972 

 

Advertisement from 1978 



HARTLAND GARAGE, FRIERN BARNET ROAD 
Hartland Garage first appeared in 1931 and became Fairview Service Station in 1986 and Total 

Service Station in 2001.The site became vacant in 2004 and it was not until 2016 that it was 

redeveloped, this time as a children’s nursery. 

 

1980 

 

1983 



 

The garage being demolished in August 2013 to make way for a children’s nursery 

 

 

Advertisement from 1956 



 

Advertisement from 1969 

 

Advertisement  from 1975 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



H A SAUNDERS, 836-842 HIGH ROAD, N12 & 1097-1103 HIGH ROAD, N20 
Saunders set up a business in the former Puget chapel in Totteridge Lane in 1919, selling 

reconditioned army lorries. He and his family lived in the old manse. He was very successful 

and became the largest Austin dealer in London by 1936. In the 1950s H A Saunders was the 

main dealer for Austin cars. It had a smart showroom at number 836-842 High Road (the 

current site of the Sainsbury’s store) with parquet flooring with turntables on which the latest 

A40s would rotate. There were a number of potted plants on the showroom floor display and 

near the front window were displayed small Remploy Austin Devon pedal cars on sale in 1952 

for £20. This dealer later became Mann Egerton which continued the sale of Austin-Rover cars 

until it closed and was replaced by the current Sainsbury’s store. 

 

 

 

Advertisement from 1950 

 



 

 

 

Advertisement from 1955 



 

Advertisement from 1956 

 



 

Sales material from 1960 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Advertisement from 1961 



  

                       Advertisement from 1963                                      Advertisement from 1968 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JOYRIDE, 987 HIGH ROAD, N12 

 
Advertisement from 1968 

 

Advertisement from 1984 

 

 

Joyride is now a charity shop 



LAMB’S 421-423 & 1197-1207 HIGH ROAD, N12 

The building is still there at 421 High Road, N12. It was a second-hand dealer in the 1950s, but 

it later became Ballards of Finchley, a Saab dealer, who had moved from Ballards Lane where 

Majestic Wine now stands. 

 

Lambs Repairs and Parts Depot at 1197-1207 High Road 

 

 
Advertisement from 1953 



 

Advertisement from 1979 

 

The former Lamb’s site at 421 High Road 

 

 

 



LINDSAY BROTHERS, 920 & 923-925 HIGH ROAD, N12 
This was the Rootes Group dealer. The showroom and offices were on the corner of the High 

Road, N12 and Highwood Avenue. The service and repair depot was at the end of Avenue 

Road opposite what is now Sainsbury’s. They sold all the Rootes range – Hillman, Humber, 

Singer, Sunbeam, and later Chrysler. At the side of the building in Highwood avenue there 

were fuel pumps, for their own use although Hall’s had an account with Lindsay’s to fill up 

their own vehicles. 

 

 



 

Advertisement from 1934 

 

Advertisement from 1952 

 

 

 

 



 

Advertisement from 1968 

        

           Advertisement from 1985                                        Advertisement from 1958 

 



 

Invoice from 1973 

 

 

 

 



 

Advertisement from 1991 

 

 

Lindsay Brothers is now an office block 

 

 

 



MANN EGERTON, 834-852 & 1085-1103 HIGH ROAD, N20 
The company was formed in 1905 in Norwich by Gerald Mann and Hubert Egerton and they 

were involved in coachbuilding and had car dealerships in several areas including London. 

They took over from H A Saunders and offered the British Leyland range. They later moved 

up the High Road to where the Audi dealership now is. 

 

 

Mann Egerton at 834-852 High Road, N12 

 

Whetstone Audi 1085-1101 High Road, N20 occupies the site in 2000 



 

 

                                                     Advertisement from 1984 

 

 

Mann Egerton also bodied Leyland PD1 buses for London Transport 

In the 1950s at their factory in Norwich. This is TD 95 

 

 

 



PALMSVILLE, 202-204 COLNEY HATCH LANE, N10 
The business was started in 1918 when Edward H Keary bought a plot of land at 202 Colney 

Hatch Lane. In 1919 an old coach house on the site was turned into a repair shop and 78 lock-

up garages and three hand-operated petrol pumps were added, the first in north London. In 

1934 the business was named Palmsville Garage Ltd and extra land was bought and the 

business expanded. During the War the premises were used by the ARP and the Fire Service 

and the workshops were used to make munitions. In 1966 a new 2-storey workshop building 

was built; the petrol pumps were disposed of and the company started selling second-hand 

cars. At this time Palmsville was a Rootes Group main dealer, selling Hillman, Humber, Singer 

and sunbeam vehicles. In 2003 the business was taken over by the Rover Group and renamed 

Phoenix. In 2005 the business closed, and the premises were subsequently demolished to be 

replaced by a large DIY store, Chris Stevens. 

 

Palmsville in the 1950s 

 

The workshop at the rear photographed in the 1980s 



 

 

Attendants filled your car in 1984 

 

Photographed in 2000 



 

Photographed in 2005 when Phoenix Garage had closed  

and the site was up for sale 

 

The former Palmsville site is today a DIY store 

 



 

Advertisement from 1926 

 

Advertisement from 1939 



 

Invoice from 1998 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PERRY’S OF FINCHLEY, 279 BALLARDS LANE, N12 
Perry’s was founded in 1908 by W Harold Perry, became a Ford dealer in 1915 and came to 

Finchley in 1919 and became a limited company in 1926. In 1928 it took over the Ford Main 

Dealerships at Southend-on-Sea in 1928, in Harrow in 1939 and in Edgware in 1958. 

The company established a Tractor Division and a Used Car Division in Whetstone and had 

two showrooms in Bowes Road, one devoted to new cars and the other to “high grade used 

cars”. Every depot had also serviced cars. 

W Harold Perry was active in trade politics and became Metropolitan Chairman of the Motor 

Agents Association, Founder President of the Institute of the Motor Trade, Council Member 

of the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders. 

In the early days Ford chassis were imported from America for sale in the UK. Ford became 

suppliers and bodybuilders of commercial vehicles to the railways, haulage contractors, 

building contractors and Government departments and the Post Office. 

During the War, in addition to having the whole of its Southend premises requisitioned by the 

Military and a large part of its Finchley showrooms taken over as a Meat Distribution depot 

and the service station at Finchley did valuable work in reconditioning army units which were 

dispatched from the various war fronts for repair. 

They were situated on the site now occupied by Waitrose in Ballards Lane. They used to have 

another depot at Whetstone where the El Vaquera Restaurant/N20 now stands. I have a 

vague childhood memory of the showroom windows displaying agricultural machinery here, 

such as Ford tractors. 

 

Brownings, 279 Ballards Lane was on the site in 1935 



 

Photographed in 1981 

 

Perry’s in 1981, next to the Moss Hall Tavern, now The Greyhound pub 



 

Perry’s of Finchley is now Waitrose 

 

 

An advertisement from 1935 



                            

                 Advertisement from 1940. Note the                             Advertisement from 1958 

                   reference to blackout regulations 

 

     

                    Advertisement from 1958             Advertisement from 1961 



     

                            Advertisement from 1962                                         Advertisement from 1972 

       

                                      Invoice from 1983                                          Invoice from 1986 



POPE’S OF FINCHLEY, 39-49 BALLARDS LANE & 919-920 HIGH ROAD, NORTH 

FINCHLEY 
This was a family business, which moved to Finchley from Archway in 1909, and finally closed in about 

1972, when it was demolished, and Tesco took its place. In the early days the mainstay of the business 

was chauffer driven car hire, and many old Finchley residents were driven to their wedding in a Pope's 

car. In the 1960's they were selling over 1,000 cars a year and employed 50 people but standing on 3 

acres of prime real estate the property developers moved in and 60 years of service came to an end. 

I remember Pope's very well. I was a member of the Klaxon Motor Club that met at the Duke of York, 

between Potters Bar and Barnet, in the 1960's. If memory serves me right, there were two Pope 

brothers. They were the mainstay of the club. Les Pope and his older brother, who had a moustache. 

Two of the greatest guys I've ever known, and I owe both of them a lot. They really kept that club 

going. Without their input the club would have folded. We had some great club rallies all over Herts, 

Berks 'n Bucks counties and then moved off to annoy people elsewhere. Driving trials at Bovingdon 

and remote airfields in Essex. Those were the days. Must sort out the 8mm cine. (Malcolm Crawford 

Young)  

My grandfather Albert Henry Pope was managing director at Popes of Finchley and my father Kenneth 

Aubrey Pope was company secretary at the time of the sale to Tesco’s, both have now passed away, 

but great to see family business still remembered having spent my childhood at the garage in Ballards 

Lane (Keith Pope) 

Worked at Popes 1965-1970 as an apprentice mechanic, papers signed by Len Pope, Mr. Major was 

the service manager at the time (Cliff Grinyer) 

Worked at Popes from 1958 to 1966, first as apprentice mechanic, then in service reception. Married 

Jack Pope's secretary in 1966, then went to their Barnet branch, Popes of Barnet (Trevor Wilkinson) 

I am the sister of Keith Pope and remember also spending time in my childhood visiting the garage to 

see my father at work. When we went to cinema, we would see the garage being advertised on the 

news reel (Patricia Bluck nee Pope) 

I remember a stick of bombs landing in Ballards Lane, one of which was nearly in front of Popes Garage. 

I don't think they did an awful lot of damage. I guess this was in 1940/41 (Barry Smith) 

Jack Pope was my grandad. I wanted to research our family tree and came across this article. It’s so 

lovely to read such lovely comments about the business and how fond people were of both my 

grandad and his brother. I know my mum, Janet, worked in the business answering the phones and 

general office work between 1963 and 1965sih. She told me a worker there (can’t remember the 

name) taught her to drive (Amanda Moseley) 

I served an apprenticeship at Popes of Finchley between 1968 until it closed in 1971. Len Pope was a 

lovely man, a proper gentleman -he took time out to talk to every employee. I went on to have full 

and successful career in the motor industry until I retired in 2016 (Bob Harrison) 



 

 

 

Advertisement from 1968 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



REGENT HIRE & SERVICE GARAGE, 291-293 BALLARDS LANE, N12 
This was facing the top of Kingsway in Ballards Lane. It was a bit of a shabby place and it had 

no specific dealership and dealt in mainly second-hand cars and repairs. New cars could be 

sourced through their parent group, the Harmer Group of Companies, which was run by Sir 

Graham Rowlandson, at one -time Mayor of London. He had a number of small car dealerships 

in Acton, Greenford, Hendon and Kenton, all specialising in different makes. He also owned 

among others wholesale butchers called Druce and Craddock. The building was demolished 

in the early 1980s and replaced by an office block – Rowlandson House. 

 

 

The site of Regent Hire with Rowlandson House being built on the left 

 
Advertisement from 1953 



 
Advertisement from 1958 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STEPHEN JAMES AUTOS, 36 QUEENS PARADE, COLNEY HATCH LANE 
The site was occupied by L H Spring from 1959 to 1971. In 1972 Stephen James took over 

until around 1984 when they relocated to Enfield. 
 

 

This was photographed in 1971 when L H Spring occupied the site, 

complete with old fashioned petrol pumps 

 

A later and Stephen James had taken over 

 

Photographed in 1985 when the site was occupied by Stranwick Motors  



 

Advertisement from 1984 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WALTER MORTLOCK, 912-920 HIGH ROAD, N12 
A car dealer and garage has been on this site for many years. At one time it was Walter 

Mortlock, a Vauxhall agency, but for some time it has been occupied by White Rose motors. 

Readers may remember the familiar mechanical figure of a man waving to passers-by wearing 

a yellow oilskin and sou’wester. 

 

Walter Mortlock is now White Rose Motors 

 

Advertisement from 1958 



 

 

Invoice from 1950 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WATERFALL FILLING STATION, 1 OAKLEIGH ROAD SOUTH, N11 
A petrol station opened in 1938 under the name Alexandra Filling Station. An office, 

showroom and toilets were added in 1965 The name was changed to Waterfall Filling Station 

in 1986. In 1985 it was taken over by BP. 

 

Photographed in 2010 

 

 

 


